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Summary of Preliminary Alternatives 
 
Definitions 
Groundfish – All federally designated species of groundfish identified by the 
Pacific Fishery Management Council’s (PFMC) Fishery Management Plan  
 
Groundfish Directed Open Access (DOA) Fishery – trips where 50% or more of 
the trip’s dollar value is made up of federally designated groundfish 
 
Groundfish Incidental Open Access (IOA) Fishery – trips not meeting the 50% 
criterion  
 
“A” permit – NMFS Limited Entry permit established in 1994 
 
“B” permit – NMFS proposed permit for all directed open access fisheries 
coastwide, currently under consideration 
 
“C” permit – NMFS proposed permit for all incidental open access fisheries 
coastwide, currently under consideration 
 
Registration - An open enrollment process with National Marine Fisheries Service 
that requires annual renewal only.  This process does not require any 
qualification.  
 
Proposal   
Depending on the alternative adopted by the PFMC (a preferred alternative will 
be selected at the November 2007 PFMC meeting), participants in the DOA 
fishery would be required to hold a federal “B” permit (issued by NMFS) to land 
all federally designated groundfish species (except nearshore species) upon 
program implementation. 
 
Alternatives   
At the June 2007 PFMC meeting, six alternatives were identified and are 
attached in this packet.  At that time, the PFMC chose a qualifying window period 
of April 1998 to September 2006.  Provided below is an explanation of what each 
of the alternatives means to an individual fisherman. Criteria used to establish “B” 
permit qualification under alternatives 3- 6 is still being developed. 
 
Alternative 1 – Status Quo  
• No change in existing CA and OR Nearshore Fishery Permit programs 
• Business as usual 
 
Alternative 2 – Registration process for all OA fisheries 
• Requires an annual registration process with National Marine Fisheries 

Service (NMFS) for both DOA and IOA.  
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• No qualification needed to register. 
• No limitation to the fleet; requires paperwork only; otherwise business as 

usual 
 
Alternative 3 – Moratorium permit 
• “B” Permit required for DOA  
• Qualification required to obtain “B” permit   
• Results in capping the fleet to reflect recent average participation  
• Permits would be issued and required for the 2009 fishing year and renewed 

annually 
• Permit would be transferable  
• New entrants enter fishery through transfers 
• CA & OR Nearshore participants must qualify for “B” permit to take non-

nearshore groundfish 
• “C” permit required for IOA – no qualification necessary to obtain, therefore 

permit is non-transferable 
• CA and OR Nearshore Fishery Permits satisfies the “C” permit requirement – 

no qualification necessary 
• If fishermen possess a Limited Entry “A” permit and also qualify and are 

issued a “B” permit, the holder may use either or both permits in the same 
year 

 
Alternative 4 – Permit Limitation 
• “B” Permit required for DOA 
• Qualification required to obtain “B” permit   
• Results in one initial fleet reduction 
• Permits would be issued and required for the 2009 fishing year and renewed 

annually 
• Permit would be transferable 
• New entrants enter fishery through transfers 
• Nearshore participants must qualify for “B” permit to take non-nearshore 

groundfish 
• “C” permit required for IOA – no qualification necessary to obtain, therefore 

permit is non-transferable 
• CA and OR Nearshore Fishery Permits satisfies the “C” permit requirement – 

no qualification necessary 
• If fishermen possess a Limited Entry “A” permit and also qualify and are 

issued a “B” permit, the holder may use either or both permits in the same 
year 

 
 
Alternative 5 – Permit limitation that has a flexible approach to initial permit 
issuance criteria followed by restrictive measures to reduce the fleet 
• “B” permit required for DOA 
• Qualification required to obtain “B” permit  
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• Results in fleet reduction – the amount of fleet reduction will be considered 
under two options  

o Option A 
 Results in 50% fleet reduction based on qualifying criteria 
 Fleet consolidation 

• Years 1-5 – must use “B” permit to make at least one 
landing in order to renew for the following year 

• Year 6 – Two “B” permits must be combined in order to 
continue fishing  

 “B” permit would be length and gear endorsed – a vessel could 
qualify for more than one endorsement 

 “C” permit required for IOA – no qualification necessary to 
obtain, therefore permit is non-transferable 

 CA and OR Nearshore Fishery Permits satisfies the “C” permit 
requirement – no qualification necessary 

 If fishermen possess a Limited Entry “A” permit and also 
qualify and are issued a “B” permit for the same vessel, the 
holder may use one or the other, NOT both, permits in the 
same year 

 
o  Option B 

 Results in 80% fleet reduction based on qualifying criteria 
 Fleet consolidation 

• Years 1-5 – must use “B” permit to make at least one 
groundfish landing in order to renew for the following year 

• Year 6 – Two “B” permits must be combined in order to 
continue fishing  

 “B” permit would be length and gear endorsed – a vessel could 
qualify for more than one endorsement 

 “C” permit required for IOA – no qualification necessary to 
obtain, therefore permit is non-transferable 

 CA and OR Nearshore Fishery Permits satisfies the “C” permit 
requirement – no qualification necessary 

 If fishermen possess a Limited Entry “A” permit and also qualify 
and are issued a “B” permit for the same vessel, the holder may 
use one or the other, NOT both, permits in the same year 

 
Alternative 6 – Permit limitation that involves immediate fleet reduction 
followed by flexible measures for future permit issuance.  
• “B” permit required for DOA 
• Qualification required to obtain “B” permit  
• Results in 80% fleet reduction based on qualifying criteria 
• Fleet consolidation 

o Years 1 and beyond – must use “B” permit to make at least one 
groundfish landing in order to renew for the following year 
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•  “B” permit would be length and gear endorsed – a vessel could qualify for 
more than one endorsement 

• “C” permit required for IOA – no qualification necessary to obtain, therefore 
permit is non-transferable 

• CA and OR Nearshore Fishery Permits satisfies the “C” permit requirement – 
no qualification necessary 

• If fishermen possess a Limited Entry “A” permit, the holder will not 
qualify for a “B” permit, unless the vessel is lost, stolen or rendered 
permanently inoperable.  

 


